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COVER PICTURE: Broadway Bridge over 
Halifax River in Daytona on Road A1A, 
officially opened and dedicated the Carleton- 
Blank Bridge November 8, 1948. 


Traveling East or West on U. S. 90 
Visit 

SHIVERS HOTEL 

CHIPLEY, FLORIDA 

Private Baths — Steam Heat 
ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES 

Olin Shivers, Proprietor-Manager 


L. B. CARNES, JR., President WALTER R. GALL, Vice-President 

SERVICE STANDARD SAND & SILICA COMPANY QUALITY 

DAVENPORT, FLORIDA — TELEPHONE 2171 


7^4 WRECKER SERVICE 


580 BALLOUGH ROAD 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA 

Offer the Best in Wrecker Service, operating 2 tandem-drive, heavy duty 
Wreckers of their own design, which are capable of ANY wrecker job. 
DAY 4268 24-HOUR SERVICE NIGHT 6191 


THE BAY LINE 


ATLANTA & ST. ANDREWS BAY RY. CO. 

ST. ANDREWS BAY TRANSPORTATION CO. 

Freight and Passenger RaH and Highway Service 


PHONE Y-1054 AUTO PAINTING MECHANIC WORK 

ACME GARAGE COMPANY 

"24 HOUR WRECKER SERVICE" 

Collision Work and Fenders Straightened 
Corner 15th St. and 26th Ave. Tampa, Fla. 


AIRDROME PARK, Incorporated 


J. W. CONNER & SONS 

801 Marion St. — Phone M-6748 


Hauling Contractors 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 


3919 East Broadway — Phone Y-4460 

While in Tampa by the Hour, Day, Week or 



Month, park at Airdrome Park, Inc. 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 


MEXICAN PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION 

ASPHALT FOR ALL TYPES OF PAVING 

R. L. BANNERMAN 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

113 E. Pork Ave. 

122 E. 42 St. 

Tallahassee, Florida 


WOODSTOCK SLAG CORPORATION 

Transportation Building 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


FLORIDA OFFICE 

Phone 9-1 524 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
P. O. Box 2246 
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BETTER ROADS 


Lead to Happy, Prosperous 
Florida Communities 


Smooth roads, passable the year 'round, mean a more enjoyable 
life for the farmer and his family ... a more prosperous one, 
too! 

Children can get to school . . . the mailman can come on time 
. . . the doctor can get through . . . cattle and hogs are shipped 
when the market is right, and with less loss through shrinkage. 
Fruits and vegetables are trucked quickly, with less spoilage. 
Going to town is no problem, either—no waiting for roads to 
"dry out." And no more being cut off from church or social 
functions! 

Good roads are basic to a community's welfare. 

Let us show you how Allis-Chalmers modern motor graders can 
bring you more good, all-weather roads . . . and on a limited 
budget. There is a right size to meet your requirements: W-Speed 
Patrol, 31.5 brake hp.; Model BD 50.5 brake hp.; Model AD-3 
76 brake hp. and Model AD-4 104 brake hp. 


ALLIS-CHALMERS FLORIDA 

POWER DOLLARS 


CITIZENS OIL COMPANY, 
INC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

P. O. Box 349 

TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA 




KLOEPPEL 


Hotels in 

FLORIDA 


JACKSONVILLE 



Hotel George Washington 
Hotel Mayflower 
The Jefferson 


WEST PALM BEACH 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hotel George Washington 

it Rcosonoblc Rotes Posted in Every Room 


ROBERT KLOEPPEL MANAGEMENT 


McLean Machinery 
Company, Inc. 

Lima Draglines, Cranes, and Shovels 
Insley Draglines, Cranes, and Shovels 
Sullivan Air Compressors and Tools 
Marlow Pumps—Hendrix Buckets 
Wheeler Tandem Rollers 

SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS 
Palatka, Florida 


FT. MYERS 
BUILDERS SERVICE 

LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIAL 


YOUR 


ALLIS-CHALMERS DEALER 


SEABR00K TRUCK & TRACTOR CO. 

625 W. Gaines Street • Tallahassee, Florida 

FARM & HOME MACHINERY CO., INC. 

430 W. Robinson Avenue • Orlando, Florida 


Phone 86—P. O. Box 229 


SAVE DOLLARS 


£- 1*0 LLE R s 






ORLANDO, FLA. 
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Winter Garden Citrus Growers' Association 


CRANE, BULL FROG, SKY KING, MOR-JUCE, SEALD-SWEET BRANDS 

Affiliated With 

Florida Citrus Exchange - Growers' Cooperative Marketing Association 
WINTER GARDEN P. C. Peters, Secy.-Mgr. FLORIDA 

F. W. MILLS, President 

R. E. COLEMAN, Traffic Manager 

MODERN COACH 

CORPORATION 
ALBANY GEORGIA 


CARBURETOR HEADQUARTERS 

"SPECIALIZED 
AUTOMOTIVE 
PARTS AND SERVICE" 

OUR STORES ARE LOCATED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE AS FOLLOWS; 

Patten Sales Company, Inc. 

53 N.E. 8th Street—Phone 82-1401—Miami 
417-19 N.W. 1st Avenue—Phone 4165—Ft. Lauderdale 
724 Laura Street—Phone 45531—Jacksonville 

AI Huppel, Inc, 

443-447 West Central Avenue—Phone 32545—Orlando, Fla. 

Riggs Brothers, Inc. 

506 Datura Street—Phone 32481—West Palm Beach 


Member 
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F. ELGIN BAYLESS 


THANKS FOR SUPPORT AND 
COOPERATION 

In this last issue of Florida Highways that is to 
be published under our administration the present 
Road Department members have presented a short 
review of accomplishments. A fuller report of De¬ 
partment operations will be found in the Sixteenth 
Biennial Report covering- the years 1945 and 1946 
and in the Seventeenth Biennial Report covering 1947 
and 1948 which will be issued by our successors. 

On behalf of the five man Board I will say that 
no group ever enjoyed more confidence, backing and 
support than has been given us by Governor Millard 
Caldwell. His vision and sound judgment have been 
the guiding light responsible for whatever achieve¬ 
ments we can claim. 

No Chairman, I am convinced, ever had the priv¬ 
ilege of working with as capable and public-spirited 
a group as that made up by the four other members 
of the Board. Though with strong personalities, as 
evidenced by the position of respect and favor each 
occupies in his own area and the State, they all had 
the rare ability to work together as a team for the 
common good of the State. Association with such 
men as Courtney Campbell, Ken Guernsey, Herman 
Fultz and Bob Carleton has been a pleasure and a 
rare privilege. 

In expressing appreciation to the personnel of the 
Department I have a desire to establish an honor 
roll and place thereon every employee. Loyalty and 
hard work can be expected from any group of 
employees, but to that they have added resourceful¬ 
ness and enterprise which have been responsible for 
the Department building and improving more roads 
by far, than for any like period in its history. 

It has not been an easy task for the obstacles of 




(^AcUtmcut 

/ /. 


storms, floods, shortages of material, equipment and 
plans had to be overcome. These obstacles were over¬ 
come and the employees of the Department, from top 
to bottom, are deserving of meritorious certificates 
of achievement. 

On behalf of the retiring Board I wish our succes¬ 
sors every blessing and success. We tried to build 
for a greater Florida and a happy posterity in our 
State. They will do the same. Assured of the splendid 
public support we received, I am sure their efforts 
will be crowned with success. 

SRD MOVED TO NEW HOME 

The State Road Department has moved into its hand- 
some new home, a unit in the planned Capitol Center 
Development. The new building is located southeast 
of the Capitol in a square bordered by Monroe and Cal¬ 
houn streets west and east, and St. Augustine and 
Madison streets north and south. 

The new quarters should contribute to the efficiency 
of the organization as it provides more ample space and 
is air conditioned. 

The Martin Building, home of the Department since 
the fall of 1927, has been left available for the Motor 
Vehicle Department and the Department of Public 
Safety, whose expanding activities will require its full 
use. 

The State Cabinet this month named the new Road 
Department home the Holland Building and the new 
Industrial Commission headquarters, directly across 
Monroe Street, the Caldwell Building, this is a fitting 
gesture in honor of the two men who have made the 
Capitol Center plan something more than a dream, and 
who are recognized as two of Florida’s greatest 
Governors. 
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Orlando Citrus Growers Association 


CHALLENGE and SEA ROBBER BRANDS 


ORLANDO ★ FLORIDA 


HOTEL VALDEZ. On Highways 17 & 92 

BENN C. SMALL, Manager 

SANFORD'S DOWNTOWN HOTEL 

Convenient to Everything Sanford, Fla. 


SAN CARLOS HOTEL 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA Home of U. S. Naval Air Station 

500 Rooms—Air Conditioned Grill and Bar 
W. E. Harbeson, Executive Asst. Mgr.W. W. Harbeson, Pres.-Gen'l Manager 


—RAND’S ENTERPRISES ~~ 

PENSACOLA "YELLOW CABS" 

HERTZ DRIVURSELF I STORAGE I RAND'S TAXI I SERVICE STATION 

DIAL 6262 DIAL 6262 | DIAL 5121 | DIAL 6262 


A. O. GREYNOLDS CO., INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Dealers In 

ROCK SAND SLAG GRAVEL 

711—25th Street—Phone 6912 WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 


SHERMAN CONCRETE PIPE CO. 

JACKSONVILLE TAMPA SANFORD TALLAHASSEE 

Phone 4-2886 Phone H-3556 Phone 1241 Phone 2413 


MARKHAM BROTHERS & COMPANY 

CANNERS OF PEACHES, TOMATOES AND BEANS 

"OAK HILL " "PRIDE OF GEORGIA" AND "TWIN OAKS" BRANDS 

OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA AND FORT VALLEY, GEORGIA 


DIXIE CULVERT & METAL DIVISION 

ARMCO DRAINAGE AND METAL PRODUCTS, INC. 

Jacksonville, Florida 
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REVIEW OF STATE ROAD 

DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS 


Between January 1, 1945 and Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1948 the State Road De¬ 
partment built, improved and main¬ 
tained more roads than for any like 
period in its 33-year history. 

During this time it has effected 
$83,089,000 worth of construction 
and improvements and $20,550,000 
of maintenance on the State Road 
System. The year 1947 witnessed the 
largest construction program for any 
single year, with an expenditure of 
$33,139,000. This was 61% more 
than construction expenditures for 
the previous peak year of 1927 when 
$20,611,000 was spent. 

State Road Department operations 
have kept pace with the rapid post¬ 
war growth and development of the 
State, with the tremendous increase 
in population, in motor vehicle regis¬ 
tration, gasoline consumption and 
highway travel. 

When the present administration 
began, the war was still in progress 
and highway improvements were re¬ 
stricted by wartime regulations to 
those which would advance the war 
effort. Gasoline and tires were ra¬ 
tioned and highway travel was at 
a low point. In spite of the low vol¬ 
ume of traffic our highways were 
taking a terrific beating from the 
heavy military and commercial ve¬ 
hicles, whose continued and increas¬ 
ed operation was a military necessity. 
This further contributed to the de¬ 
terioration of the State Maintained 
System which even before the war, 
upon careful appraisal was adjudged 
to suffer from inadequacies that 
would require $125,000,000 to elimi¬ 
nate. 

At the end of the war the cost of 
.restoring the State Maintained Sys¬ 
tem to adequate standards was esti¬ 
mated to be $161,000,000, and this 
did not include the costly urban im¬ 
provements, made the responsibility 
of the Road Department under the 
State Municipal Connecting Link 
Act of 1941 and the Federal Postwar 
Act of 1944. 

Cessation of hostilities in August, 
1945 found highway improvement 
prospects favored by only one im¬ 


portant condition. The usual limit¬ 
ing factor in highway improvement 
—the lack of available funds—did 
not prevail. During the wartime re¬ 
strictions on highway work the De¬ 
partment had accumulated a reserve 
fund of some $19,000,000. In addition 
the Postwar Highway Act provided 
for Federal Aid to the State in an 
unprecedented amount of $7,004,000 
a year for the first three postwar 
years. Most important, however, was 
the fact that gasoline taxes, the main- 
highway support, began a striking 
upward trend that, allowing for the 
seasonal pattern, has continued to 
the present. 

For practically all of 1945 war¬ 
time restrictions on highway use and 
improvement were in effect. Antici¬ 
pating termination of the war dur¬ 
ing the year the Road Department 
had set up a construction budget of 
$21,700,000. However, continuation 
of wartime scarcities of material, 
personnel and equipment had the 
effect of holding actual construction 
expenditures to $9,000,000. 

In 1946 the tempo of highway 
construction work was accelerated. 
Though shortage of road building 
tools—men, material and machine— 
was not overcome as rapidly as an¬ 
ticipated, the Department was able 
to increase its construction opera¬ 
tions. Working under a $31,000,000 
construction budget, the Department 
was able to perform $13,770,000 
worth of improvements. At the end 
of 1946 more than $19% million 
worth of construction work was 
under way. 

Encouraged by the pace at which 
plans and specifications were being 
prepared, the large amount of con¬ 
tract work carried over from the 
previous year and the availability 
of contractors’ resources to expand 
the postwar construction program, 
the Department in 1947 adopted a 
construction budget of $50,700,000. 

Although storms and other inclem¬ 
encies of the weather handicapped 
execution of the 1947 program, the 
combined efforts of the Road De¬ 
partment personnel and contractors 


resulted in the all time record of 
$33,139,000 worth of construction 
during that year. 

For the $33,139,000 in construction 
expenditure in 1947, improvements 
were made involving over 2000 miles 
of road and on 25,600 feet of bridges. 
Completed jobs, numbering 308 for 
the year, resulted in improvements 
to 1004 miles of road and 13,679 
feet of bridges. Work on the par¬ 
tially complete jobs, involving some 
1020 miles of road and 12,000 feet 
of bridges, at a contract or estimated 
cost of $23,791,000, was carried over 
to 1948. Through September of this 
year 511 miles of road were con¬ 
structed. 

Between January 1, 1945 and Sep¬ 
tember 30, 1948 the all-time record 
of State Highway construction was 
accomplished. 

Jobs were completed on 2,757 miles 
of road and 49,000 feet of bridges at 
a cost of $56,811,521. On incomplete 
jobs involving 625 miles of road and 
16,740 feet of bridges it has spent 
$16,207,719. These jobs are under 
way, with an estimated balance of 
$13,533,000 required to complete 
them. 

See table No. 1 for details of mile¬ 
age improved and construction cost 
by counties. 

Total expenditures of the Depart¬ 
ment from January 1, 1945 through 
October 31, 1948 were $112,348,470. 
See table No. 2 for breakdown of 
expenditures by purpose. 

Space will not permit listing of 
the hundreds of jobs completed since 
January 1945 but it does seem per¬ 
tinent to cite the improvements made 
to a few important roads, and to 
mention a few of the outstanding 
jobs. 

Probably U. S. 1 (Fla. 5) was the 
highway in the most critical condi¬ 
tion in Florida following the war. 
Surface conditions were poor, rural 
sections were too narrow for the un¬ 
precedented volume of seasonal traf¬ 
fic and urban links constituted 
serious bottlenecks. 

Not all these deficiencies have been 
removed. The urban improvements, 
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Table No. 1 

PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 

CONSTRUCTION AND BETTERMENT OF ROADS AND BRIDGES 
January 1945 through September 1948 


COUNTY 


Alachua. 

Baker. 

Bay. 

Bradford. 

Brevard. 

Broward. 

Calhoun. 

Charlotte. 

Citrus. 

Clay. 

Collier. 

Columbia. 

Dade. 

De Soto. 

Dixie. 

Duval. 

Escambia. 

Flagler. 

Franklin. 

Gadsden. 

Gilchrist. 

Glades. 

Gulf. 

Hamilton. 

Hardee. 

Hendry. 

Hernando 
Highlands.... 
Hillsborough.. 

Holmes. 

Indian River.. 

Jackson. 

Jefferson. 

Lafayette. 

Lake... 

Lee. 

Leon. 

Levy. 

Liberty. 

Madison. 

Manatee. 

Marion. 

Martin. 

Monroe. 

Nassau. 

Okaloosa. 

Okeechob3e... 

Orange. 

Osceola. 

Palm Beach. . . 

Pasco. 

Pinellas. 

Polk. 

Putnam. 

St. Johns. 

St. Lucie. 

Santa Rosa.... 

Sarasota. 

Seminole. 

Sumter. 

Suwannee. 

Taylor. 

Union. 

Volusia. 

Wakulla. 

Walton. 

Washington.... 

Totals 


This Tabulation does not include 


WORK 

COMPLETED 

WORK UNDERWAY 

TOTAL 

COMMIT¬ 

MENTS 

Roadway 

Bridge 


Roadway 

Bridge 


Roadway 

Bridge 


On Work 

Miles 

Feet 

Cost 

Miles 

Feet 

Cost to Date 

Miles 

Feet 

Cost to Date 

Underway 

88.848 

421 

S 1,609,153 

18.220 


$ 113,427 

107.068 

421 

$ 1,722,580 

$ 490,000 

10.321 

467 

159,538 

10.489 


289,112 

20.810 

467 

448,640 

141,000 

9.984 

11,119 

1,075,646 

39.842 

154 

459,763 

49.826 

11,273 

1,535,409 

208,000 

4.035 

327 

152,990 

11.383 


86,559 

15.418 

327 

239,549 

287,000 

125.268 

2,472 

2,248,103 

7.514 

1,916 

503,184 

132.782 

4,388 

2,751,287 

584,000 

45.155 

203 

876,370 

9.678 

464 

986,888 

54.833 

677 

1,863,258 

245,000 

4.764 

1,274 

411,826 

21.945 


119,848 

26.709 

1,274 

531,674 

433,000 

49.971 


541,488 

2.363 


77,238 

52,334 


618,726 

35,000 

14.460 


130,449 



14.460 


130,449 

23.826 

46 

389,362 

13.020 


89,451 

36.846 

46 

478,813 

173,000 

53.641 


680,708 

8,581 


251,608 

62.222 


932,316 

105,000 

9.424 

78 

192,095 

16.207 


285,004 

25.631 

78 

477,099 

125,000 

69.241 

3,752 

3,057,371 

1.757 

670 

981,134 

70.998 

4,422 

3,975,505 

1,466,000 

16.003 

13 

211,881 




16.003 

13 

211,881 


30.644 

450 

966,093 



7,523 

30.644 

450 

973,616 

8,000 

64.230 

550 

3,048,459 

11.212 

1,596 

1,040,802 

75.442 

2,146 

4,089,261 

1,676,000 

89.493 

1,698 

597,042 

9.726 

1,044 

819,267 

99.219 

2,742 

1,416,309 

497,000 

22.796 

596 

434,619 

8.186 


402,262 

30.982 

596 

836,881 

30,000 

14.189 


196,451 

16.652 


509,303 

30.841 


705,754 

15,000 

71.477 

276 

1,154,270 

33.175 


233,835 

104.652 

276 

1,388,105 

543,000 

18.275 


427,910 




18.275 


427,910 


23.096 


281,063 

27.904 


517,317 

51.000 


798,380 

694,000 

11.171 

236 

401,793 

19.327 


286,713 

30.498 

236 

688,506 

242,000 

35.895 

237 

581,047 

1.801 


210171 

37,696 

237 

602,218 

14,000 

23.141 


369,303 




23.141 


369,303 


24.021 


719,406 

3.893 


31,243 

27.914 


750,649 

16,000 

17.175 

135 

151,806 



17.175 

135 

151,806 

58.465 

499 

2,207,738 

11.386 


131,048 

69.851 

499 

2,338,786 

552,000 

144.573 

1,203 

2,757,260 




144.573 

1,203 

2,757,260 


25.295 

379 

261,209 

.561 


21,660 

25.856 

379 

282,869 

48,000 

35.514 

208 

552,101 




35.514 

208 

552.101 


53.786 

76 

855,192 

15.000 

1,547 

300,362 

68.786 

1,623 

1,155,554 

213,000 

43.875 

183 

468,439 


280 

16,637 

43.875 

418 

485,076 

67,000 

20.378 

1,020 

660,646 




20.378 

1,020 

660,646 


28.952 

89 

534,192 

14.758 


441,336 

43.710 

89 

975,528 

132,000 

38.619 

47 

922,610 

.501 

410 

261,857 

39.120 

457 

1,184,467 

33,000 

70.391 

130 

989,164 

79.929 

360 

406,411 

150,320 

490 

1,395,575 

444,000 

47.077 


396,140 




47.077 


396,140 


13.234 

32 

293,553 

10.760 

210 

125,655 

23.994 

242 

419,208 


24.209 

297 

407,114 




24.209 

297 

407,114 


34.137 

137 

491,584 




34.137 

137 

491,584 


69.596 


774,897 




69.596 


774,897 


37.122 

104 

495,770 

5.950 


260,458 

43.072 

104 

756,228 

57,000 

7.065 


163,129 




7.065 


163,129 


41.324 

1,904 

906,298 

19.828 

537 

674,425 

61.152 

2,441 

1,580,723 

569,000 

46.610 

1,092 

408,708 

4.310 

1,216 

43,739 

50.920 

2,308 

452,447 

325,000 

8.486 

246 

583,012 

8.081 


356,862 

16.567 

246 

939,874 

30,000 

48.522 


1,480,482 

21.648 

972 

967,408 

70.170 

972 

2,447,890 

255,000 

40.777 


836,563 

14.387 

388 

18,021 

55.164 

388 

854,584 

134,000 

131.335 

83 

2,986,821 

5.190 


306,034 

136.525 

83 

3,292,855 

783,000 

42.693 

315 

1,448,592 

.865 

257 

150,455 

43.558 

572 

1,599,047 

283,000 

73.494 

426 

1,158,181 




73.494 

426 

1,158,181 


155.530 

930 

3,456,442 

31.585 


480,958 

187.115 

930 

3,937,400 

484,000 

11.445 


435,482 




11.445 


435,482 


38.384 

7,476 

590,560 


2,614 

769,815 

38.384 

10,090 

1,360,375 

150,000 

47.664 

287 

1,725,015 




47.664 

287 

1,725,015 


28.978 

482 

387,447 

18.310 

330 

215,545 

47.288 

812 

602,992 

128,000 

32.422 

34 

517,070 




32.422 

34 

517,070 


59.920 


1,461,247 




59.920 


1,461,247 


8.337 


332,192 

14.850 


216,360 

23.187 


548,552 


3.114 

726 

181,854 

23.555 


193,698 

26.669 

726 

375,552 

151,000 

49.416 

415 

510,442 

.483 


5,073 

49.899 

415 

515,515 

8,000 

3,526 


42,950 

8,299 


59,673 

11.825 


102,623 

132,000 

66.844 

1,752 

1,968,984 

2.225 

1,777 

1,432,009 

69,069 

3,529 

3,400,993 

218,000 

27.021 

256 

331,562 

11.714 


58.485 

38,915 

256 

390,047 

272,000 

54.784 

1,642 

466,603 

8.019 


173,777 

62.803 

1,642 

640,380 

18,000 

13.319 

2,233 

298,034 



70,306 

13.319 

2,233 

368,340 

20,000 

2,756,957 

49,008 

$56,811,521 

625.069 

16,742 

$16,207,719 

3,382.026 

65,750 

$73,019,240 

$13,533,000 


Right of Way, Survey, and Bridge Purchase Payments. 
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especially, require a great deal of 
time in planning, acquisition of right 
of way and in construction. How¬ 
ever, we have performed a notable 
face-lifting operation on most of the 
rural sections. 

Construction expenditures on U. S. 
1 since the war have totaled over 
$6,500,000. These expenditures in¬ 
clude $5,010,000 paid on completed 
jobs covering 92.5 miles of road and 
2740 feet of bridges widened, 48 
miles of roadway resurfaced, and 
165 miles reconstructed, making a 
total 306.5 miles renovated under 
completed jobs. The remaining $1,- 
490,000 was spent on 13 jobs which 
are partially complete and involve 
reconstruction of 38 additional miles 
of road and widening 1460 feet of 
bridges. An additional $2,827,000 
will be required to complete these 
jobs, some of which cover expensive 
urban developments. 

From the Georgia line to Florida 
City U. S. 1 stretches a distance of 
some 400 miles. Since the war over 
300 miles of roadway have been 
renovated. 

State Road No. 25 is gradually be¬ 
ing modernized. Since the war con¬ 
struction costs on this road have 
reached $3,931,000 (through April) 
and covered 3 miles widened, 21 
miles resurfaced, 73 miles recon¬ 
structed on old route and 37 miles 
constructed on new location. There 
are 33 miles of new location con¬ 
struction under way, and the 1948 
budget provides for $3,715,000 worth 
of additional improvements. 

Some of the outstanding individ¬ 
ual construction jobs of the postwar 
highway program are listed below. 

Job No. 9324-201 Dade County. 
36th Street in Miami to SR 826—5.3 
miles. R.B.A.C. Started 3/47, com¬ 
pleted 3/48. Contract price $920,500. 

Job No. 7803-109 St. Johns County. 
Vilano Bridge and approaches— 
1966 foot bridge. Started 2/47, com¬ 
pleted 2/48. Contract price $580,537. 

Job No. 7707-201 Seminole County. 
Oviedo to Orange County Line—5.4 
miles SBRM. Started 1/47, complet¬ 
ed 1/48. Contract price $358,514. 

Job No. 7908-104 Volusia County. 
Broadway Bridge in Daytona Beach 
—1777 feet. Contract price $1,503,- 
597. Started 3/47, completed 11/48. 

Job No. 0901-203 Highlands Coun¬ 
ty. Lake Placid to DeSoto City— 
11.0 miles R. B. Retread. Started 


Table No. 2 

STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES 
BY MAJOR PURPOSE 



1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

to October 31 

Total 

Research and Records and Post- 
War Investigations. 

$ 96,683.89 

$ 199,671.29 

$ 225,307.18 

$ 188,428.93 

$ 710,091.29 

Construction. 

9,138,007.96 

13,770,912.29 

33,139,493.15 

27,040,601.31 

83,089,014.71 

Maintenance. 

3,714,095.81 

4,544,560.15 

5,440,144.89 

6,851,109.47 

20,549,910.32 

Eauipment. 

212,638.28 

360,531.51 

1,396,403.03 

729,747.49 

2,699,320.31 

Office Building. 

None 

None 

639,396.78 

522,070.00 

1,161,466.78 

Other Buildings. 

—53,844.74 

3,004.32 

332,465.15 

497,196.80 

778,821.53 

Undistributed Items . 

—79,930.57 

715,573.53 

474,970.56 

283,442.37 

1,394,055.89 

Sub-Total. 

$13,027,650.63 

$19,594,253.09 

$41,648,180.74 

$36,112,596.37 

$110,382,680.83 

3% Handling Charges. 

395,741.44 

410,140.73 

578,041.66 

581,865.22 

1,965,789.05 

Total. 

$13,423,392.07 

$20,004,393.82 

$42,226,222.40 

$36,694,461.59 

$112,348,469.88 


Major items in these totals are inventory purchases. 


7/46, completed 7/47. Contract price 
$636,333. 

Job No. 0901-202 Highlands Coun¬ 
ty. Old SR 8 to Lake Placid—7.5 
miles R.B. Retread. Started 5/46, 
completed 1/47. Contract price $317,- 
647. 

Job No. 0903-201 Highlands Coun¬ 
ty. DeSoto City to Sebring — 4.4 
miles R.B. Retread. Started 7/46, 
completed 10/47. Contract price 
$233,555. 

Job No. 7207-207 Duval County. 
Bayard to South Jacksonville— 


12.171 miles R.B.A.C. Started 4/47, 
completed 12/47. Contract price 
$418,497. 

Job No. 3304-107 Lafayette Coun¬ 
ty. 684 foot Suspension Bridge over 
Suwannee River. Started 2/46, com¬ 
pleted 7/47. Contract price $288,420. 

Job No. 7906-203 Volusia County. 
0.76 miles R.B.A.C. Canal to Camp¬ 
bell Street in Daytona. Contract 
price $'209,515. Started 1/47, com¬ 
pleted 12/47. 

Job No. 4805-102 Escambia Coun¬ 
ty. Bayou Chico Bridge—404.5 feet. 


Table No. 3 


STATE IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION COUNTY ROAD BONDS 
RECORD THROUGH OCTOBER 1948 


(Pursuant to Chapter 420 of the Florida Statutes of 1941, Chapter 22,821, Acts of 1945, 
and Chapter 23,748, Acts of 1947) 


COUNTY 

Resolution 

Filed 

Mileage to be 
Improved 

Amount of 
Bonds Approved 

Amount of 
Bonds Issued 

Amount of 
Contract 

Construction 
Expenditures 
thru Oct. 1948 

Baker. 

12-1-47 

8- 5-46 
12-3-46 
10-4-47 

9- 3-46 
4-26-47 

7- 8-47 

8- 12-47 
4-6-48 

10- 3-47 

10- 17-46 

9- 2-46 

8- 11-47 

11- 17-47 
4-16-48 

10- 2-46 
1-16-48 

9- 30-47 
8-23-48 

8-3-48 

8-3-46 

8-11-47 

11- 15-47 

19.2 

Bridge 

15.8 

29.3 

17.4 





Broward. 

$ 250,000 

405,000 
600,000 
465,000 

$ 250,000 

405,000 

$ 438,119 

364,990 

$ 117 

26,914 

Calhoun. 

Columbia. 

Dixie. 

465,000 



Duval. 



Escambia. 

Bridge 

10.5 

17.4 

14.9 

10.1 

36.5 

1,500,000 

340,000 

250,000 

385,000 

525,000 

385,000 

350,000 

532,000 




Flagler. 

340,000 

250,000 

385,000 

525,000 

332,380 


Gilchrist. 


Gulf. 

335,313 

491,576 


Highlands. 

131,895 

Lafayette. 

Lee. 

350,000 

531,000 

316,986 

825 

Oeon. 

52.1 

Levy. 



Madison. 

38.2 

Bridge 

550,000 




Martin. 




Okeechobee. 

350,000 

3,600,000 




Palm Beach. 

f 39.3 V 
\ 5 Bridges / 
15.7 

23.6 

26.4 

26.0 

3,600,000 



St. Lucie. 



Suwannee . 

400,000 

350,000 

400,000 

350,000 

313,660 

538,815 

240,684 

Wakulla . 

Washington. 


Totals. 






392 4 

$ 11 , 237,000 

$ 7,851,000 

$ 3,131,839 

$ 400,435 
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Started May 7, 1947. Contract price 
$618,404. 

Jobs Nos. 0203-109, 3405-105, 1403- 
202, 1403-114, 3001-203, 3001-108, 
1515-201, 1403-113, 3001-201, 3006- 
102, 1403-104 and 1502-107; Road 
No. 55; Various sections between 
Perry and Tarpon Springs. Work 
started March 29, 1945. Contract 
price $1,837,702. 

Job No. 8706-110, Dade County. 
Road No. A1A, Bakers Haulover 
Bridge and approaches—0.813 miles. 
Contract executed May 7th 1948. 
Contract price $1,440,235. Roadway 
completed. 

Job No. 7005-106 Brevard County. 
Road No. 516, Indian River Bridge 
at Melbourne—2092 feet. Started 
Jan. 1946, completed May 1948. Con¬ 
tract price $689,612. 

Maintenance 

In the 3 1 /? years since January 1, 
1945 the Department has spent $17,- 
057,000 in maintenance. 

The wartime restriction in high¬ 
way work applied not only to con¬ 
struction but to maintenance as well. 
Much needed maintenance work had 
to be deferred. 

The per-mile expenditure for main¬ 
tenance during the war reached the 
lowest point since the depression 
year of 1933. During the four war 
years it averaged only 74% of the 
per-mile maintenance expenditures 
of the 5 year (1928-1932) base period. 

Maintenance cannot long be neg¬ 
lected without serious results. The 
war-enforced neglect of maintenance 
during 1942-1945 resulted not only 
in the need for reconstruction but 
built up a backlog of heavy mainten¬ 


ance commitments. Prom the below- 
normal maintenance expenditure of 
the war years, maintenance work and 
expenditures rose rapidly, as men, 
material and equipment became 
available for the work. In 1946 the 
per-mile expenditure had risen to 
113% of the base rate and in 1947 
reached 162%. 

When the present administration 
began in January, 1945 the State 
Maintained System totaled 8389 
miles, including 101 miles of bridges. 
Rural roads accounted for 7361 miles 
of road and 85 miles of bridges while 
927 miles of road and 16 miles of 
bridges were located inside munici¬ 
pal limits. 

As of January 1, 1948 the State 
Maintained System had increased to 
8736 miles, an increase of 389 miles. 
In this period urban mileage in¬ 
creased 60 miles and bridge lengths 
b}" 12 miles. 

As these 873*6 miles of roads and 
bridges on the State Maintained Sys¬ 
tem represent an investment of well 
over $300,000,000 its maintenance is 
of the utmost importance. 

Cooperation With Counties 

Relations between the Road De¬ 
partment and the counties have al¬ 
ways been marked by a high degree 
of cooperation on both sides. During 
the first major road building pro¬ 
gram which occurred in the boom¬ 
ing twenties the state’s highway re¬ 
sources were limited, and the coun¬ 
ties had to come to its rescue. Several 
million dollars were turned over to 
the Department by the counties for 
construction of roads inside the re¬ 
spective county limits. 

Due to the liberal homestead ex¬ 


emption and the tremendous in¬ 
creases in motor vehicle imposts the 
position of the state and counties 
has been reversed and the state is 
now assisting the counties. 

While the state still follows its 
long established policy of requiring 
the counties to provide right of ways 
for state roads, the present admin¬ 
istration adopted a policy of advanc¬ 
ing funds to counties for purchase of 
right of way on primary roads; the 
advances to be repaid out of county 
80% surplus funds. This relieved 
many counties of the necess^y of 
levying ad valorem taxes for pur¬ 
chasing right of way. 

A policy was adopted early in this 
administration also, of using the 80% 
surplus funds in accordance with 
recommendations of officials of the 
county in which the surplus accrues. 
While the 80% surplus funds must, 
under the constitution, be spent for 
construction or betterment only, and 
on state roads, the county officials 
determine what road or project is 
to be constructed. 

The surplus gas tax which accrues 
at the rate of $4,000,000 a year is 
proving a godsend to the 47 counties 
receiving it. However, the share go¬ 
ing to each county annually is not 
in sufficient amount to finance any 
worthwhile road construction jobs. 
In order to overcome this handicap 
a statutory and administrative pro¬ 
cedure has been worked out (and its 
legality determined by the Supreme 
Court) whereby the counties, with 
the concurrence of the Road Depart¬ 
ment, can pledge their anticipated 
surplus for the retirement of revenue 
bonds to be issued by the State Im- 



Showinq bridge construction on Road No. 29, Hendry and Glades 
Counties. 


New River Bridge in Bradford County, showing section of old wooden 
bridge and status of new bridge construction. 
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The Broadway Bridge over Halifax River on Road A1A 
in Daytona Beach was officially opened and dedicated in 
honor of Robert T. Carleton, Road Department Member 
from the Fifth District and Elmer Blank, Volusia County 
Commissioner, on November 8. 

The Bridge was designed by SRD Bridge Department 
and built under a $1,182,906.90 contract awarded Tide¬ 


water Construction Corporation of Norfolk, Va., February 
6, 1947. Overall length is 1777 feet with channel span of 
104 feet allowing 90 foot clearance when electrically op¬ 
erated double-leaf bascule span is opened, which takes 
approximately 75 seconds. Bridge affords roadway width 
of 44 feet (4 lanes) and has two 6-foot sidewalks for the 
estimated 10,000 vehicles and uncounted pedestrians daily. 


Carleton-Blank 
Bridge Dedicated 



Top: Side view of bridge with inserts of Mr. Carleton and Mr. 
Blank. Right: Mrs. Norman Bryan, Jr., substituting for Mrs. Carle¬ 
ton, cutting ribbon with Master of Ceremonies, Paul Raymond, 
President of Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce at her left. 


Bottom: left to right. Fifth Division Engineer Norman Bryan, Jr., 
Chairman F. E. Bayless and Bridge Engineer W. E. Dean, of the 
Road Department, and Hon. Ernest Padgett, Mayor of Daytona 
Beach. 








Beginning construction of Broadway Bridge at Daytona. 


Showing construction of 5-33' span bridge in Martin County on 
Road 76. 



provement Commission, and thereby 
receive enough to build roads now, 
to be paid for while they are being 1 
used. 

These revenue bonds backed by 
surplus gas tax are proving reason¬ 
ably attractive to investors and are 
readily marketable at net interest 
rates of less than 3.2%. 

So far 23 counties have filed reso¬ 
lutions to participate in this pro¬ 
gram. Bonds totaling $4,251,000 have 
been issued in 12 counties and work 
is underway in five counties. See 
accompanying table No. 3 on Im¬ 
provement Commission County Road 
Bonds. 

The use of the surplus funds, 
either current accruals or revenue 
bond receipts, is readily adaptable 
for advancement of the Federal Aid 
Secondary Program, under which 
farm-to-market roads are being im¬ 
proved. 

Personnel of the Department’s 
right of way division has been in¬ 
creased to help the counties expedite 
right of way acquisition. 

During the war the Department 
made good use of accruing income 
which could not be spent on road 
construction by purchasing toll 
roads and toll bridges either out¬ 
right from private holders or under 
lease purchase agreements from the 
counties. In December 1945 the De¬ 
partment took over the Overseas 
Road and Toll Bridge section under 
lease purchase agreement which, fol¬ 
lowing a refunding made possible 
thereby, resulted in saving $1,284,- 


000 in interest and will pay off the 
debt and free the section of tolls 
in about 8 years. 

Cooperation With Cities 

From its creation until 1941, the 
Road Department had concerned it¬ 
self with supplying the rural connec¬ 
tions between cities, leaving the re¬ 
sponsibility of urban traffic to the 
individual cities. 

The 1941 Legislature made the De¬ 
partment responsible for construct¬ 
ing reconstructing, improving and 
maintaining all urban connections 
and extensions of the rural state 
m a i n t a i n e d system. Under this 
charge, the Department is now re¬ 
sponsible for 987 miles (about 9%) 
of city streets. 

In 1944 the Congress made spe¬ 
cific appropriations for improving 
the congested urban thoroughfares. 
Since the State Road Department is 
the executing agency of the Public 
Roads Administration, that put the 
Department well into the business 
of urban highway development. 

Since the war the Department has 
completed metropolitan area traffic 
surveys in Jacksonville, Tampa, Day¬ 
tona Beach, St. Augustine and the 
Pinellas peninsula. Development 
work is under way in Daytona Beach 
and a small part of the recommended 
system has been constructed in South 
Jacksonville. 

An indication of the financial bur¬ 
den these urban developments will 
involve is afforded from the esti¬ 
mates developed by the surveys. The 
Jacksonville system is expected to 


cost $22,000,000 and the Tampa sys¬ 
tem $15,000,000. On the Daytona 
Beach section the right of way alone 
will cost $1,377,000 and construc¬ 
tion about $2,000,000. 

The Department’s Division of Re¬ 
search and Records was the first 
state agency in the nation to com¬ 
plete a metropolitan area traffic sur¬ 
vey to the point recommending a 
complete urban system, without out¬ 
side consulting assistance. 

An added feature of cooperative 
service to the municipalities initiated 
by this administration is our traffic 
analysis consulation service. 

In 1948 the Department completed 
the first municipal road and street 
financial survey. 

Wayside Parks 

The most popular program initi¬ 
ated by this administration is the 
development of wayside parks. 

Most of these are spot develop¬ 
ments consisting of outdoor fire¬ 
places, picnic shelters, benches, fresh 
water supply and restrooms in an 
attractive setting adjacent to the 
roadway. When located on beach 
roads they also include dressing 
rooms for men and women. In the 
last two years 14 such parks have 
been provided, to the obvious and 
expressed pleasure of our own, and 
out of state motorists. Under way 
at present are 6 additional wayside 
park jobs, and more will be under¬ 
taken as suitable sites are donated 
for development. 

The entire nine miles of causeway 
and bridge on the Tampa-Clearwater 
road has been developed as a park- 
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way and recreation site. It has been 
named the Courtney Campbell Park¬ 
way in honor of the Road Depart¬ 
ment Member from the First Dis¬ 
trict, who for years dreamed, 
planned and worked to see it become 
a reality. 

Expenditure for wayside parks in 
1946 and 1947 was $105,000. Other 
roadside beautification and develop¬ 
ment cost for the period was $544,- 
000 . 

Personnel and Planning 

The staff of the Road Department 
has been built up to efficient operat¬ 
ing strength. There has been some 
turn over in key positions but ca¬ 
pable replacements have been made. 

Recently the Department lost the 
services of L. K. Cannon, veteran 
Assistant Highway Engineer, and 
E. S. Fraser, Bridge Engineer. Both 
positions were filled from within the 
organization. 

Our research, study and laboratory 
work has been expanded. Thorough 
cooperation with the University of 
Florida in research projects and the 
Annual Florida Highway Confer¬ 
ence, the Department personnel is 
keeping abreast of the latest de¬ 
velopments in road building tech¬ 
niques, material and equipment. An 
aerial photogrammatic unit has been 
established which helps us to use 
this modern facility both in our 
county mapping program and in 
route location. 

The new Road Department Build¬ 
ing, a part of the planned Capitol 
Center, should increase the efficiency 
of the Department. 

The Department has completed a 
comprehensive Ten-Year Plan of De¬ 
velopment and Improvement to the 
State Maintained System. This study 
reveals that a total of $446,440,000 
will be required to support the State 
Road System during the next ten 
years, if the system is to be adequate 
for the increasing highway traffic. 

This detailed and comprehensive 
plan for the State Maintained Sys- 


DEERMONT HEADS 
ROAD BUILDERS 

Albert Deermont, of Coggin and 
Deermont, Chipley, Florida was 
elected President of the Florida Road 
Builders’ Association, at its annual 
business meeting held November 23. 
Other officers elected, were John R. 
Phillips, President of the Macasphalt 
Corporation, Lakeland, Vice Presi¬ 
dent, and J. H. Dowling, of Tallahas¬ 
see, re-elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

The business meeting was other¬ 
wise occupied in receiving reports 
and organizing for the activities of 
the coming year. 

As President of the Association, 
Mr. Deermont succeeds Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Brest, Vice President and 
Treasurer of the Duval Engineering 
and Contracting Company of Jack¬ 
sonville. 

Mr. Deermont is a graduate of 
Cornell University and prior to en¬ 
gaging in the contracting business 
in Florida, spent twenty years in 
South America on the construction 
of various industrial and mining 
projects. He is a member of the 

tern should be supplemented by as 
complete plans for the county and 
municipal systems, prepared jointly 
by state and local planners to assure 
maximum function from a state and 
local purpose. 



ALBERT DEERMONT 
FRBA President 


American Society of Civil Engineers, 
and of the Florida Engineering So¬ 
ciety and is a past mayor of Chip- 
ley. 


Helicopters are being used in Cali¬ 
fornia as “flying fire engines” to fight 
forest blazes. 


Fire is the forest’s greatest enemy. 
Think and act to help keep fire out of 
Florida’s woodlands. 



Cedar Creek Bridge, Heckscher Drive, Jacksonville. Looking north 
east from the east end of the bascule span. 
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LAKELAND 

Standing, left to right: H. F. Mason, R. L. Barkley, Morris McClelland, Z. B. Jones, K. H. 
Oakley, O. K. Stringer, H. T. Way, I. R. Daniel, C. V. Elbertson. Kneeling, left to right: C. E. Wilder, 
R. L. Wilder, J. H. Brown, C S. Heard, D. M. Wiggs, L. R. Combee, John Crowder. 


Standing, left to right: Joseph Pearson, Robert H. 
Jr., Frederick J. Porter, Hugh J. Barlow, Walter J. M 
Walter M. Baker, Robert H. Grady, J. D. Thompson. 1 
Frazier, C. E. Lane, A. L. Cutler, L. H. Maynard, S 
John D. Grady, Ed. A. Franklin, Joe N. Burke. 



MIAMI 

Standing front, left to right: Floyd Miller, M. W. White, Hayle S. Williamson, Bill Martin, 
J. F. McCoy, W. R. Click, R. C. Schipski, Sr., M. J. Ellington. Standing rear, left to right: D. C. 
Kinsman, E. J. Mondou, E. J Reilly, K. W. Garman, H. J. Midgette, O. C. Johnston, J. B. Webster, Jr. 

Left: The Tallahassee plant, a model, spacious structure designed for efficient service. Right: 
The Jacksonville headquarters ranks as one of the South’s leading plants. 


ORLANDO 


GEOR GIA -FL GRID* 


Serving and Growii 

The first Office, Warehouse and Shop of tl 
established in 1940 at Jacksonville, Florida, wit 
they kept pace with the ever changing scene, on 
has become recognized as one of the South's le 
trial and Logging Equipment. 

With plants located at Jacksonville, Tallahass 
Florida—Savannah and Waycross, Georgia, Flori 
energies of a large trained staff to keeping thi 
service flowing to contractors, municipalities, ii 
and lumber operations throughout the State of Fli 

Famous names in the manufacture of fine e< 
Erie, Galion, Northwest, Euclid, Jaeger, Rogers, 
make Florida-Georgia Tractor Company a leader 


Left: The Ta 
plant, a model, 
structure design 
efficient service 
The JacksonviH 
quarters ranks a 
the S o u t h’s 
plants. 


Standing, left to right; H. F. Mason, Executive Vice-President; Walter G. Jewett, Sales Repre¬ 
sentative; W. F. Mason, Office Manager; Morris McClelland, Sales Representative; Howard C. Allen, 
Secretary; John H. Eason, Parts Manager; C. R. Hoyt, Partsman; Leon S. Tilley, Field Service 
Engineer; N. E. Oliver, Mechanic; Farrell F. Pearce, Mechanic. Kneeling, right: Edwin Parker, Porter. 


WAYCRi 

Standing, left to right: J. C. Jeffers, L. C. r * rf it 
W. C. Mendenhall, D. R. Taylor, T. P. Heath, E. D £ 




















VMPA 

;rt H. Chittenden, Ray E. Jones, Zachary R. Winbon, 
J. Myrick, Tommy M. Lowery, Steven A. Ulosevich, 
ison. Kneeling, left to right: Jim F. Permenter, T. J. 
ird, Sam F. Mideli, J. H. Lynn, Leon (Red) Tilley, 


DA TRACTOR CO. 



SAVANNAH 

Sanding, right (correct) to left: J. H. Hollis, Assistant General Manager; F. M. Peterson, 
Manager; H. L. Hill, Salesman; El wood Thornton, Office Manager; W. H. Lettow, Office Clerk; E. D. 
Entelman, Bookkeeper; E. J. Forshee, Parts Manager; O. L. Porter, Partsman; J. L. Peyton, Partsman; 
J. H. Whalley, Mechanic; A. G. Teston, Mechanic; C. E. Rogers, Mechanic; R. C. Eaton, Service 
Manager; R. A. Hunnicutt, Field Serviceman. Kneeling, right to left: LeRoy Lovett, Mechanics 
Helper; Jessie Prescott, Janitor. 


wing with Florida 

of the Fiorida-Georgia Tractor Company was 
i, with only six employees. As time moved on 
e, and today Fiorida-Georgia Tractor Company 
h's leading distributors of Construction, Indus- 

ahassee, Orlando, Lakeland, Tampa and Miami, 
Fiorida-Georgia Tractor Company devotes the 
iq the best of equipment, parts, supplies and 
les, industrial plants, mines, quarries, logging 
of Florida and in southeast Georgia, 
ine equipment such as: International, Bucyrus- 
ogers, Elgin and many others have united to 
leader in their field. 



r cross 

P * rn ‘ t ’ c - E - Kyan, W. C. Sweat, W. W. Beckwith, 
. 1 . Entelman. Kneeling: John Chandler. 



JACKSONVILLE 

Standing rear, left to right: S. L. Harvey, M. C. Jones, W. E. Dempsey, C. R. Goodwin, R. M. 
Chipley, J. T. Nelson, J. Q. Cotten, J. T. Sullivan. Sitting: W. C. Jones, R. L. Montgomery, C. D. 
Pullen, E. R. Liner, J. R. Downey, C. L. Allison, J. W. English, L. R. Rosenberg, C. N. Atkinson, 
J. P. McCartney, E. C. Jones. Kneeling in front: Eugene Shaw, Roscoe Grover, Wilbur Pigford. 



TALLAHASSEE 

Standing, left to right: J. S. Liner, Shop Foreman; Bruce M. Poole, Parts Manager; Muse 
Womack, General Manager; Ray Carswell, Field Representative; Sam L. Harvey, Vice-President; 
Q. R. Sikes, Office Manager. Kneeling: William Dorsey. 























Scenes from 

Spessard L. Holland Bridge 
Dedicaton at Peace River 
Near Bartow November 
17,1948 



Right top: Completed Spessard L. Holland 
Bridge. 

Right center: Mrs. Spessard L. Holland cuts 
the tape officially opening the Peace River 
Bridge named in honor of her husband, 
Florida's Junior Senator. 

Right bottom: Left to right. Senator Hol¬ 
land, Chairman Bayless, Mrs. Holland, Road 
Department Member Campbell of the First 
District, and Jack F. Townsend, Sr., Road 
Department Member from the First District 
under the Holland Administration. 

Left bottom: Barbecue in the making for 
the official dedication of the Spessard L. 
Holland Peace River Bridge, November 17. 












SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT! 


By HOWARD FRIEDMAN 


Witli that slogan as their by-word 
the Florida Trucking Association 
and the Florida State Department 
of Education have combined to offer 
a novel driver training program de¬ 
signed to make Florida's highways 
safer by-ways. 

These two agencies, both deeply 
interested in safety, are now offer¬ 
ing behind the wheel driver training 
to all Florida truck, bus, and taxi 
drivers under the Commercial Ve¬ 
hicle Driver Training Program. 

The driver training school will be 
mobile—moving about the state— 
bringing the classroom to the stu¬ 
dent, instead of requiring the stu¬ 
dent to go to the classroom. 

To facilitate the courses, the Flor¬ 
ida Trucking Association has made 
available to the education depart¬ 
ment a specially-constructed Freu- 
hauf safety-trailer-classroom, pow¬ 
ered by an International tractor. The 
vehicle, equipped with the latest test¬ 
ing devices to check driver reaction 
and ability, was delivered to the 


Department of Education by the 
Florida Trucking Association at the 
truckers convention in Tampa, Sep¬ 
tember 30. State School Superinten¬ 
dent Colin English, calling the new 
program “ a great and important step 
in highway safety," accepted the 
vehicle for the department. 

The courses, to start in the very 
near future, will deal with safe driv¬ 
ing habits, rules of the road, vehicle 
maintenance, Florida traffic laws, 
and general safety practices com¬ 
mon to truck, bus, and taxi drivers. 
In addition, visual acuity, depth per¬ 
ception, brake reaction, and other 
safety tests will be given. 

And, although the initial course 
has yet to be given, H. F. Hinton, 
Trade and Industrial Division, State 
Department of Education, reports 
great interest. “Many fleets have 
already signified their intention of 
taking advantage of the safety-trail¬ 
er short courses in driver training," 
he said. 

The aim of the Commercial Vehicle 


Driver Training Program is: to re¬ 
duce the number of accidents on the 
streets and highways of Florida and 
to provide a training program for all 
commercial drivers. 

The benefits of the driver training 
program are many, to the driver, the 
employer, and to the public. This is 
what the program offers: 

To the driver: 

1. Reduction of the risk in his oc¬ 
cupation. 

2. More years of productive work 
and earning power gained 
through correction of physical 
deficiencies, as they develop 
and are revealed by periodic 
examinations. 

3. Better coordination of safety 
efforts and organized public 
support gained from a better 
understanding of the various 
problems encountered by driv¬ 
ers of all types of mobile equip¬ 
ment. 

4. Increased prestige for his oc¬ 
cupation and himself, obtained 



/n F/or/da. . 
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Florida Portland 
Cement Division 

GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 



Repairing — Rentals — General Machine Work 
Acetylene Welding — Electric Welding 

Boilers Bought , Sold and Installed 

MACHINERY SERVICE COMPANY 
of TAMPA 

Phone Y-1035 — 1700 Second Ave. — P. O. Box 5067 

DIESEL AND GASOLINE ENGINE REPAIRS 
OUR SPECIALTY 

AT YOUR SERVICE DAY OR NIGHT 
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Agnes Joyner, safety director of R-C Motor Lines, Inc., Jacksonville, Fla., who conceived the idea of operating a mobile school for 
drivers, voices her approval after inspecting the complete facilities of the Driver Training Laboratory as she descends, escorted by Mr. 
Joyner. Listening attentively left to right are F. W. Waite, safety director of Great Southern Trucking Company; C. A. Gertner, execu¬ 
tive secretary to the Florida Trucking Association, Inc.; H. E. MeDaniel, safety director of Foremost Dairies, Inc.; a member of the 
Florida Highway Patrol; and, W. J. Carlson, coordinator, Florida State Department of Education, under whose direction the safety trailer 
unit will operate. (Photo by Gordon Spottswood, Jacksonville.) W. J. Carlson (top, right) will be in charge of the mobile school. 
(Photo by Love's Studio, Hollywood.) 


through higher standards for 
admission. 

5. Greater job satisfaction and 
stability for the new man, re¬ 
sulting from determination of 
his fitness for the job before he 
enters the field. 

To the Employer: 

1. Reduction of operating costs 
through reduction of accidents 
and better handling of equip¬ 
ment. 

2. The increased efficiency of op¬ 
erations should attract more 
business. 

3. Reduction in personnel turn¬ 
over. 

4. Development of more favorable 
public sentiment toward the in¬ 
dustry. 

To the Public: 

1. Increased highway safety. 

Driver training is not just putting 
a man behind the wheel. In order to 
make the Florida taxi, bus, and truck 
driver an all-around accomplished 
operator, these important subjects 
will be given: 

1. Traffic Engineering 

2. Driver Licensing 

3. State and local traffic laws 

4. Rules of evidence 

5. Records and reports 


6. Note taking 

7. Accident investigation 

8. Road training 

9. Pedestrian safety 

10. Operation and Maintenance 

11. Fire prevention and fire fight¬ 
ing 

12. Orientation 

13. Transportation history 

14. Public relations 

15. I. C. C. regulations 

16. Motor vehicle responsibility 

17. First Aid 

18. Operation of Driver Testing de¬ 
vices 

19. Community safety organization 

20. Organization and administra¬ 
tion 

21. Public speaking 

22. Personnel management 

23. Conference techniques 

24. How to conduct safety meetings 

25. Teaching methods 

26. Principles of supervision 

The proof of the pudding is in the 
doing in this case, and all driver- 
students jvill be given these import¬ 
ant safety tests: 

1. Keystone Visual Safety Tests 
color discrimination 
visual acuity 
depth perception 
vertical and lateral imbal¬ 
ance 


ametropia, distant and near 
near point fusion 

2. Color Perception 

3. Visual speed and Accuracy 

4. Reaction Time 

foot 

hand 

5. Side Vision 

6. Distant Judgment 

7. Night Vision 

8. Glare Resistance 

9. Steadiness 

10. Traffic course 

11. Driving knowledge 

12. Road test 

The courses will be conducted by 
the Trade and Industrial Division 
of the State Department of Educa¬ 
tion in cooperation with the Flor¬ 
ida Trucking Association, Inc., the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, 
American Red Cross, Florida Rail¬ 
road and Public Utilities Commis¬ 
sion, Florida Peace Officers’ Associa¬ 
tion, Florida Highway Patrol and 
other agencies interested in safety. 

Willard J. Carlson, former direc¬ 
tor of Police Training and Safety 
Education in Miami, has been named 
coordinator of the program. 
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TrW TRAILWAYS 



THE LOW COST 
“SCENERY LEVEL” WAY 


You'll see more — save more — traveling Trailways 
through Florida or across the nation. A complete high¬ 
way transportation serving the Florida West Coast and 
Everglades Section of Miami. 



FLORI DA'S 

FIRST FOOD FAMILY 
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A Complete Line of 

CITRUS PRODUCTS 

Packed by 

FLORIDA FRUIT CANNERS 


Division of L. Maxcy, Inc. 
FROSTPROOF * FLORIDA ★ 


U. S. A. 



"HELPING BUILD FLORIDA" is more than just 
a slogan with Florida Power & Light Company. 
Many members of our “team” are carrying its 
principles into their personal activities . . . serv¬ 
ing their communities in various drives and cam¬ 
paigns, through civic clubs and improvement 
committees, in child welfare and educational ac¬ 
tivities, church and other functions . . . making 
our state a better place in which to work and live. 
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County Activities and Personalities 


Dade County Commissioners have au¬ 
thorized the architectural firm of Stew¬ 
ard and Skinner to draw plans for a 
county auditorium, following approval 
of a $750,000 bond issue by the free¬ 
holders at the General Election. As 
Chairman Charles Crandon still has 
hopes of a $2 V 2 to $3 million auditorium 
in the future the present unit, with a 
2500 seating capacity, will be designed 
so as to become a part of the larger 
structure. 

• 

Polk County Commissioners on No¬ 
vember 12 awarded an $88,000 contract 
to the Macasphalt Corporation for re¬ 
surfacing of about 14 miles of road in 
the Lakeland and Mulberry areas. 

• 

Gadsden County Commissioners suf¬ 
fered the loss of one of its most capable 
members by the death on November 15 
of John Shaw Curry. Mr. Curry was a 
leader in church and civic affairs and 
had served as County Commissioner 
since 1933, including eight years as 
Chairman of the Board. Well known 
throughout the county and surrounding 
area he leaves a host of sorrowing 
friends. 

• 

Hardee County Commissioners in 
their November 12 meeting purchased 
two pieces of road equipment. A Gallion 
Road Patrol, designed for county-wide 
use was purchased from Florida Georgia 
Tractor Company and a Ford truck for 
District 4 was supplied by Slaughter 
Motor Sales Company. 

• 

Lee County Commissioners have de¬ 
cided on firm action regarding stray 
Brahma cattle reported to be eating 
flowers and crops, and trampling seed 
beds. The Board authorized construc¬ 
tion of a pound by the County Engineer, 
and has asked the Sheriff to appoint 
a deputy to seize those found out of 
place. Previously the wandering of the 
cattle on Page Field runway had caused 
cancellation of several flights by Na¬ 
tional Airlines. Commission Chairman 
Stringfellow warned that owners of im¬ 
pounded cattle would be charged cost 
of feeding, sheriff fees and subject to 
a fine. 


Suwannee and Lake County Boys’ 4-H 
Clubs have received national recogni¬ 
tion for development of their recrea¬ 
tional and rural arts programs. Both 
County clubs received first prize awards 
of $25 from the U. S. Rubber Company 
who stages the contest. 


The one block Hillsborough County 
Court House site, seat of the Hills¬ 
borough County Government for the 
last 114 years, is being advertised for 
sale in leading newspapers in the 
North, Midwest and Southwest. The 
county commissioners and their advis¬ 
ory committee believe out of state com¬ 
petition may result in better bids for 
the property, which they hope will bring 
enough to cover cost of acquiring the 
additional 1 y 2 blocks required for the 
new 2 block site at Madison Street 
school Annex. 

The present site of Hillsborough’s 
Court House is the last remaining par¬ 
cel of property the county has owned 
continuously since the original 160 acre 
tract of land was granted to the county 
by Congress for a townsite and site for 
public buildings over a century ago. 

• 

Marion County Commissioners have 
approved the plat of Monterey Village, 
modern development on the boulevard 
at Silver Springs. The property is owned 
by the Silver Springs Improvement 
Corporation, of which Stephen F. Mc- 
Cready is president. 

• 

Lee County’s portion of the Fort 
Myers-Immokalee road which recently 
got under way will be financed out of 
the county’s surplus gasoline tax funds. 
The project calls for an expenditure of 
$359,302 and the Brinson Construction 
Company of Tampa has the contract. 
Chairman Harry M. Stringfellow of the 
Lee County Commission called the proj¬ 
ect the biggest thing for Lee County 
in 50 years, and stated “the road will 
open a territory with rich lands and a 
big trade which will help the local mer¬ 
chants. It is something the oldtimers 
wanted over the years.” The chamber 
of commerce as well as the county and 
other local groups have been interested 
in the road ever since oil was found 
in the Sunniland area. 

• 

Palm Beach County Commission Vice- 
Chairman Lake Lytal has announced 
that approximately 11 miles of right- 
of-way has been certified and turned 
over to the State Road Department as 
the first step toward construction of 
the new super highway in Palm Beach 
County. The right-of-way extends from 
South Delray Beach to Lantana Road, 
and although no bids have been ad¬ 
vertised for work in this county by the 
Road Department on the super highway 
work, Commissioner Lytal expressed be¬ 
lief that bids for construction of the 


11-mile stretch might be called for early 
in the new year. 

Monroe County Commissioners have 
issued a call for bids for the improve¬ 
ment of the old courthouse and the 
building of an annex. The commission¬ 
ers have a fund of $23,000 for the pro¬ 
posed work. 


Pinellas County Commissioner Ed 
Beckett who is retiring from that office 
after 32 years of service was recently 
honored by the Tarpon Springs Board 
of City Commissioners when they adopt¬ 
ed a resolution renaming Chilito Street 
Bridge, the Beckett Bridge. The resolu¬ 
tion stated that in appreciation of the 
splendid work which County Commis¬ 
sioner Ed Beckett had done for Pinellas 
County and for Tarpon Springs during 
his 32 years as commissioner, the bridge 
which was one of the last improve¬ 
ments done by the county at Beckett’s 
request will be so renamed at once. 
The bridge underwent a complete over¬ 
hauling last year. 


A Polk County ex-prisoner wrote 
Commission Chairman James M. Foley 
in November praising Capt. B. H. 
Vaughn, warden, for his humane treat¬ 
ment of county prisoners. The ex-pris¬ 
oner’s letter, which Chairman Foley read 
to the November 12 meeting, stated that 
under Capt. Vaughn’s management the 
prisoners were “well fed, sheltered, 
clothed and doctored” and expressed the 
writer’s belief that because of this they 
put forth maximum effort in their work. 


Taylor County Commissioners may 
call an election of freeholders this 
month to vote on the question of build¬ 
ing a hospital. 

• 

Suwannee County, one of the first to 
get a county hospital under the post¬ 
war Florida Hospital Plan, can have a 
35-bed addition by paying two-thirds 
of the cost. 


Duvall County’s third distribution of 
this year’s tax funds was authorized 
November 15th by Clyde H. Simpson, 
Tax Collector. The amount involved is 
$400,000 and would bring the total dis¬ 
tributed to the county’s tax support 
agencies since October 1 to $802,036. 
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YOU "AUTO" KNOW 
By 

JACQUIE STORY 

Who was the first person to be 
killed in or by an automobile? Who 
was the first owner of a Maxwell? 
Which was the first state to require 
automobile tags? Hundreds of simi¬ 
lar questions are answered each 
month by the Research Division of 
the Motor Vehicle Department, one 
of the newest state offices in Florida. 

This office, located in the Martin 
building* in Tallahassee, is the only 
state vehicle research department of 
its kind in America. 

As a result of an inspiration of 
John Kilgore, head of the Motor Ve¬ 
hicle Commission, this new depart¬ 
ment was formed and put in opera¬ 
tion September 1, 1947. The function 
is to check the history and descrip¬ 
tion of old cars, and to uncover any 
obscure facts pertaining to motor 
vehicle research. Scrapbooks and 
files contain pictures and clippings 
of all types from the first ‘ ‘engine 
buggy” to the latest sleek-lined auto¬ 
plane that is still in the stage of 
invention. 

People from all parts of the coun¬ 
try write requesting information 
about every make of car from the 
old “ABC 1908” through the alpha¬ 
bet of autos to the “Zip”. Many 
makes of cars are unheard of to 
most people, for, of the 2200 makes 
of automobiles that have been man¬ 
ufactured in the 52 years of the in¬ 
dustry, only 21 are now being man¬ 
ufactured in the United States. 

Although the main task of the re¬ 
search division is to obtain a com¬ 
plete history of all motor vehicles 
and their place in the development 


JARS 

Of Every Description for 
Honey, Marmalades, Preserves 
Syrup ana Sanitary Cans 

LOUIS WOHL & SONS 

16th St. fir 6th Ave. Tampa, Fla. 


of society, most of the attention is 
focused on the facts related to the 
growth and development of automo¬ 
bile use in Florida. Much data have 
not yet been revealed, but little by 
little, through correspondence and 
from old newspapers that have been 
salvaged, and other sources the an¬ 
nals are being put together in accu¬ 
rate form. 

It is not certain who was the first 
purchaser of an automobile in Flori¬ 
da, but it is known that C. A. Gris- 
com became the first registered own¬ 
er of an automobile in Tallahassee 
on December 17, 1905. 

Certainly there were not as many 
as 100 in the state in 1904, and none 
of the candidates for office that year 
used an automobile as a means of 
travel. At least one-third of the cars 
in Florida when Governor Broward 
took office were in Daytona and Mi¬ 
ami, and more than one-half were 
found in cities and towns along the 
Florida east coast. 


Lakeland-Highlands 
Cooperative Assn. 

Established 1914 

Produces and Markets 
Members' Citrus Fruits 

HIGHLAND CITY, FLA. 



VALENCIA GARDEN 

SPANISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAVERN 

811 Grand Central Avenue 
Phone H-3773 

TAMPA — FLORIDA 


IT PAYS TO TRADE WITH 

BAILEY 

MOTOR EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY 

Carburetor-Governors 
Shop Instruments 
Tools and Equipment 
PHONE 8136 
78 N. Garland 
Box 3386 
ORLANDO, FLA. 


JOHNSON'S FISHING CAMP 
FURNISHED COTTAGES FOR 
RENT—OVER 40 BOATS 
On Lake Apopka 


J. H. CKURCHWELL CO. 

Manufacturers and Distributors of 

CLOTHING AND SHOES 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


FRANKLIN ARMS 
HOTEL 

MODERN 
AIR 

CONDITIONED 

Coffee Shop 
and Cocktail Lounge 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

G. M. HEITMAN, Owner £r Manager 

FORT MYERS, FLA. 



W. L. COBB CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

P. O. Box 977 1102 N. 22nd St. 

TAMPA 1, FLORIDA 
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When legislature convened in 
April, 1905, there was demand for 
passage of an automobile regulation 
law. The new vehicle frightened 
horses and many thought it an im¬ 
pediment to traffic. A reading of 
Florida’s first automobile law is in¬ 
teresting to note that “Upon ap¬ 
proaching a person walking in the 
roadway of a public highway, or a 
horse or horses or other draft ani¬ 
mals being ridden, led or driven 
thereon, a person operating any 
such registered vehicle shall give 
ample signal or warning of its ap¬ 
proach, and use every reasonable 
precaution to ensure the safety of 
such person or animal, and in cases 
of horses or other draft animals to 
prevent frightening the same.” 

Section nine of the same law states 
that, “Any person operating any such 
registered motor vehicle shall, at re¬ 
quest or by signal by putting up the 
hand from a person riding, leading, or 
driving a restive horse or horses or 
other draft animals, bring such mo¬ 
tor vehicle to a stop immediately; 
and if traveling in the opposite di¬ 
rection remain stationary so long as 
may be reasonable to allow such 
horse or animal to pass, and if trav¬ 
eling in the same direction use rea¬ 
sonable precaution in thereafter 
passing such horse or animal: pro¬ 
vided that in case such horse or ani¬ 
mal appears badly frightened or the 
person operating such motor vehicle 
is requested to do so, such person 
shall cause the motor of such ve¬ 
hicle to cease running so long as shall 
be reasonably necessary to prevent 


accident or to insure the safety of 
others.” 

Automobile drivers approaching 
bridges, fills, sharp curves, or cross¬ 
ings were required to limit the speed 
of their vehicles to a rate of speed 
not exceeding four miles per hour. 
No driver was allowed to travel at 
any time at more than a “reason¬ 
able” speed, but the law failed to 
specify what was reasonable. 

Penalties for excessive speeders 
were fines which ran from as low as 
fifty dollars or imprisonment from 
30 to 60 days. First offenders were 
punished by fines only. Only those 
who offended more than once were 
subject to imprisonment. 

W X w 

Through the aid of the automobile 
research department, many hobby¬ 
ists have been enabled to enlarge 
their collections. 

Antique car enthusiasts, hub-cap 
savers, and license plate collectors are 
among the many types who have ob¬ 
tained missing links to their chain of 
collections. 

One person who wrote to the re¬ 
search department asking help in 
finding a 1919 license tag to com¬ 
plete his collection was found to hold 


information about licenses valuable 
to this department. He disclosed facts 
that helped match the scattered bits 
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Forest fire prevention to "Keep Florida Green" is urged by a new roadside sign now being 
erected by the Florida Forest Service in cooperation with the State Road Department. Three 
Tallahassee lassies inspect th first sign erected in the Capitol County. They are Ray Cole¬ 
man, Nita Peacock, and Kitty Brittain who were recently chosen as "Miss Pulpwood," 
"Miss Lumber," and "Miss Turpentine." 


of information into a complete 
chronicle. 

In the year 1905 the first licenses 
(not plates) were issued by the state 
upon payment of a two dollar fee. 
During the first two years only 296 
licenses were issued and one-fourth 
of this number were in the city of 
Daytona. 

Honorable N. P. Broward was gov¬ 
ernor at that time, but the first li¬ 
cense was not issued to him as is now 
the custom, since he had no auto¬ 
mobile. License number one was is¬ 
sued to Mr. Brand of Jensen. 

In 1911, before tags were issued 
either by state or county in Florida 
(but were required in some other 
states), Mr. A. C. Spiller, head of 
this new research department, saw a 
tag on a northern car and decided 
that he wanted one too, because he 
“couldn’t let those d— Yankees out¬ 
do” him Immediately he designed 
and drew a sketch of a tag the way 
he wanted it, and sent to Philadel¬ 
phia to have it made. 

In several weeks he received the 
first Florida tag, of a blue and white 

DECEMBER, 1948 


marble-glazed metal, for eight dol¬ 
lars. 

Florida tags today are manufac¬ 
tured by convict labor at Railford 
state penitentiary, and each costs 
only six and three-fourths cents to 
make. 1948 tags sold and reported 
through March 31 of this year total 
646,952. 

License plates have been evolu- 
tionized from the first “private” type 
of Mr. Spiller, through the “county 
issue” stage (1911-1918) of metal 
numbers fastened onto a background 
of black harness leather, to the flat 
surface issue of 1918, which was the 
first state issued license tag. It was 
the only one of that kind as the 
plates of 1919 to date have had the 
embossed numbers, and the color 
scheme for them is decided each year 
by the commissioner. 

Information such as this has been 
gathered from many sources by Mr. 
Spiller and his assistants in the re¬ 
search division, and has proven al¬ 
most invaluable in piecing together 
the record of automobile progress 
in Florida. 
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THE NEWPORT ROAD 


One of Florida’s important high¬ 
ways of travel from about 1850 to 
1859 was the Newport Road, running 
in a slightly southeastwardly direc¬ 
tion from the town of Newport in 
Wakulla County to the present Perry 
in Taylor County where it connected 
with a road extending more sharply 
southeastward to the Suwannee River. 
In 1895 when the writer was a farm¬ 
hand in Dixie County ( then southern 
Lafayette), the road in that county 
was known as the Old South Florida 
road. 

Until some years after 1900 the 
sign “Newport Road” was tacked to 
a tree or post just outside of Perry 
to the west of Pimple Creek, the lit¬ 
tle stream which forms the dividing 
line between the western part of 
Perry and the Lee Cypress mill quar¬ 
ters, the old name was doubtless still 
applied to much of it until about a 
quarter of century ago. 

The road, for the most part, was 
probably made by the earlier settlers 
because of the need of a highway to 
a market town. Newport founded in 
1843, was on a navigable river, and 
being, therefore, a convenient place 
for the receipt of goods, was the most 
convenient trading point for prac¬ 
tically all of the present Taylor Coun¬ 
ty, western Madison, most of Jef¬ 
ferson and eastern Leon. In its hey¬ 
day, say from 1855 to 1859 it prob¬ 
ably had around 1000 inhabitants. 
Senate Executive Document No. 63, 
42nd Congress, 2nd session, says that 
one time “the place had 1500 inhabi- 


By W. T. CASH, State Librarian 

tants, ten or twelve large stores, ware¬ 
houses, wharves, turpentine distillery, 
cotton press, steam, saw and grits 
mills, etc., etc. When we remember 
that Jacksonville in 1860 had only 
2,118 inhabitants, we can see that 
Newport was quite a town for the last 
decade before the Civil War. 

To this place from the sections 
mentioned each year came large 
amounts of cotton, tobacco, hides, 
lumber, syrup, sugar, pork, furs and 


other products. Those who came to 
the town bought large amounts of 
cloth, shoes, snuff, plug tobacco, 
flour, rice, hardware, medicines and 
many a jug of whiskey, then a very 
cheap commodity. 

A glance at the map will show that 
the road ran in large part through a 
backwoods country, although there 
were plantations here and there espe¬ 
cially in Jefferson County. Thieves 
along the route soon learned to take 
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advantage of the swampy nature of 
the country and frequently robbed 
the wagons and carts of those going 
Jiome from Newport, of many of the 
supplies they had bought. 

A story told of Mr. John Towles, 
one of the largest property-owner of 
Taylor County, illustrates how bold 
vrobbers along the road came to be. 
As dark was approaching, some hours 
after he left Newport Mr. Towles 
struck cam]) in a very pondy spot, and 
as soon as he could build a fire to 
warm himself, or perhaps to make 
coffee, he took a jug of whiskey out 
of his wagon setting it down close to 
the fire in order to have it handy if 
a snake came along or to be nearby 
in case he became too lonely. In a few 
minutes a negro came to the camp. 

“Massa, aint you might scared 
somebody’ll steal some ’o yo’ stuff 
in dis out o’ de way place,” warned 
the darky. 

“No, nigger, I’ll attend to my own 
business and you can just go along.” 

“I tell yo’ ’Massa, you sho bettah 
watchout, dey’s lotta stuff being stole 
from wagon ’n’ dey’s might brave 
about it. Ya sho betta be careful.” 

“Nigger, I think I know how to 
jwatch what I’ve got, you just go 
along.” 

“Massa, you jes’ don’t know how 
slick des rogues is” said the negro, 
who about that time put his hand 
into the handle of the whiskey jug. 
“Dey’ll grab dis jug right afore yo 
eyes and first thing you know dey’s 
gone wid it.” 

As he uttered this last sentence off 
ran the negro with the jug into a 
nearby cypress pond and for all his 
search the proprietor of the jug never 
again laid eyes on it or the negro. 

Rev. J. M. Hendry, for many years 
a leading citizen of Taylor County 
and twice its representative in the 
legislature, once related to the writer 
the following experience of his father, 
Rev. R. M. Hendry, on his return 
from a trip to Newport. 

After striking camp and getting 
some supper, Mr. Hendry lay down 
for a nap, but had hardly got to 
sleep before he was aroused by a 
noise in the fodder he had brought 
for horsefeed. When he rose to see 
the cause of the noise Mr. Hendry 
heard the thieves who made it rapidly 
running away. Not expecting them to 
dare to return, Mr. Henry again lay 
down, but before he had time for 
deep slumber he again heard his fod¬ 


der bundles rattling. Rapidly rising 
he again heard the noisy footsteps of 
the retreating robbers. They had de¬ 
feated themselves by their boldness, 
as Mr. Hendry decided that he pre¬ 
ferred missing his nap to camping in 
such a section. He, therefore, hitched 
up his team and drove all night. 

The boldness of the robbers along 
this road is said to have caused set¬ 
tlers to go to Newport in groups who 
arranged at camping places for some 
to guard while others slept. 

Madison, which just before the 
Civil War and for many years after 
was the chief market for much for¬ 
mer Newport trade area, did not of¬ 
fer much competition till the railroad 
from Jacksonville reached there in 
1859. Supplies for stores could not be 
brought there with anything like the 
cheapness or ease they could to New¬ 
port. Merchants were at a big disad¬ 
vantage in securing such heavy 


freight as salt, flour, coffee (bought 
in sacks) and tobacco which came in 
boxes called “caddies.” But after the 
railroad came Madison had two ad¬ 
vantages. First, freight was nearly as 
cheap as it was to Newport, and sec¬ 
ond, distance for most of the area 
was much less. The present town of 
Perry was only 34 miles from Madi¬ 
son while Newport was at least 50 
miles away. For other portions of the 
Newport trade area the advantages 
of using Madison were even greater. 

Thus New Port was gradually los¬ 
ing both prestige and pojmlation by 
1860, although according to the 
United States census of that year the 
town still had 441 inhabitants, still 
quite a place for that time. The Civil 
War which led to the destruction of 
the town’s warehouses and its great 
iron foundry caused its final destruc¬ 
tion. 

But the Newport Road was by no 
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Horse and Buggy Railway 


By 

MARGARET CASH 

“Whoa’ there Nepoleum. Watch it 
there Buchephalus. Yo’s tired, ain’t 
yaf’ the old colored man’s voice 
soothed the two little red mules who 
stood with the rickety-looking street¬ 
car in the blazing Tallahassee sum¬ 
mer sun. 

Each time some new prospective 
passenger walked out of the red brick 
train depot “Nepoleum and Buche¬ 
phalus” seemed to extend a personal 
invitation to the “white folks” to 
come ride in the little closed-in car 
they dragged along behind them. 

Tallahassee was a town of only 
3000 back in those “Gay Nineties” 
days—but prospects of a booming 
metropolis were existent not only 
in the minds of Tallahasseeans but 
in minds of Yankees, like R. L. Ben¬ 
nett of Philadelphia, then president 
of United Gas Company, who came 
down to the Florida capital with the 
intention of building a railroad from 


THE NEWPORT ROAD 

(Continued from Page 26) 
means finished. About 1885 the ittle 
town of Lamont, then called “Lick 
Skillet,” assumed an importance far 
beyond its size as a market place for 
western and northwestern Taylor 
County and for western Madison. 
Freight could be brought from Au- 
cilla on the F. R. & N. (later the 
F. C. & P.) railroad for as little as 
10 cents per hundred pounds, whereas 
freight from Greenville the station 
nearest Perry was 50 cents a hun¬ 
dred. Then, too, Lamont merchants 
made the prices of clothing and other 
supplies so attractive that they de¬ 
rived thousands of dollars worth of 
business from a large section. 

Folks who went to Newport from 
the vicinity of Perry used the old 
Newport road to within about four 
miles of Lamont, where a righthand 
road was taken. 

Travel over the old road covers an 
interesting part of the history of this 
section of Florida, but its name will 
probably be forgotten ere many years 
pass. 


Tallahassee to Thomasville, Georgia. 

And this rickety-rattling “street 
railway” was a material part of that 
prospect just as the “capital city im¬ 
provements” of today which include 
street repairs galore and park squares 
surrounding the capitol and state 
buildings. 

No doubt the bumpy roads which 
the horse-drawn streetcar went over 
made the modernists of the ’90’s long 
for wider, smoother streets just as the 
“improvers” of today are bringing 
about. 

The belief was prevalent in those 
past days that this local streetcar 
line which was chartered in 1889 
would become a connecting link be¬ 
tween the Tallahassee-Jacksonville 


railroad and the Tallahassee-Thomas- 
ville line. Whatever its purpose, the 
the streetcar line from railway de¬ 
pot uptown was a curiosity—the 
symbol of the beginning of a mod¬ 
ernized town. 

Passengers never flocked to the 
horse-drawn car. In fact, if those 
staying over in Tallahassee for any 
length of time had stopped often 
and ridden the car, they probably 
passed the streetcar by—or climbed 
in just to please the mules and the 
driver. The ride was only a nickel, 
and if it happened to be sold out, 
the “fired-up” stove inside at least 
kept the passengers warm. 

Once the passengers seated them¬ 
selves inside the car, Uncle Nick, 
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Uncle Jim, or Ole Alexander, who 
were three of the better-known driv¬ 
ers, started the mules on their way 
up Gaines Street past the old Berry 
residence at Boulevard. The streets 
were not paved then, and in dry 
times, red clay dust stirred up by the 
mules’ feet, as they pulled the car 
down the tracks laid out in the mid¬ 
dle of the street, was a source of ir¬ 
ritation to passengers and pedes¬ 
trians alike. 

At Duval Street the tracks turned 
to the left towards the old Supreme 
Court Building. At the southwest 
corner of the court building, the 
route turned again and headed up to 
the capitol building. Perhaps this 
last-mentioned corner was the cause 
of most consternation of passengers, 
drivers, and mules. 
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The corner happens to be on a 
fairly steep incline. Coming up the 
hill, the little mules had to tug with 
all their might. Going down, it seem¬ 
ed that the mules could barely out¬ 
distance the car as it tumbled along 
after them. 

Often, on the trip up, particularly 
if the car had a number of passen¬ 
gers to carry up from the station, 
reports Sallie Blake in the 1935 is¬ 
sue of the Tallahassee Historical So¬ 
ciety Annual ,the old Negro driver 
would say, “ White folks, would you 
mind, please, to get out and walk a lit¬ 
tle way whilst I urge ‘Nepoleum and 
Buchephalus’ round dis corner f” 
Some of the passengers were gen¬ 
erally en route to the City Hotel 
which was just a couple of blocks 
away from this corner, and they, 
along with others on their way up¬ 
town—some of the “others” were oft¬ 
en during Legislature, senators or 
representatives—often found it con¬ 
venient to walk ‘ The rest of the 
way.” 

Perhaps if the day was rainy in¬ 
stead of sunny and the tracks were 
wet, the driver pushed from behind 
to aid those “precious” little red 
mules. 

From the obstacle corner the car 
went up on past the capitol on the 
south side onto Monroe Street. Here’s 
where oldtimers of Legislature and 
capital city fame took leave of the 
street railway. 

Once on Monroe Street, the route 
headed north through the center of 
the shopping district. 

The tale is told of the kindly old 
driver who aided “milady” by halt¬ 
ing the mules in the middle of town 
while she ran in to do a bit of 
shopping. Nothing is said of other 
passengers waiting. Perhaps, they, 
too, took advantage of the stop to 
do a little shopping. 

Out past Tennessee Street was one 
of the principal residential sections. 
As tourists today pass down the 
route of the old line, they will see 
many of the same old homes still 
standing. On the corner of Monroe 
and Virginia is a large old white 
frame house which served as the 


Catholic Church in the days of the 
horse-drawn car. For passengers 
from both ends of town this was oft¬ 
en the destination. 

The trolley line came to an end at 
the northern limits of the town, Bre¬ 
vard Street—or “the Grove” as the 
section just beyond was called. “The 
Grove” which is the grounds of state 
Senator LeRoy Collins’ home was the 
scene of the residence of Tallahassee 
Girl in Maurice Thompson’s book pub¬ 
lished in 1882. 

The drivers of the “Old Street Rail¬ 
way” were obliging, particularly to 
regular passengers along the way. 
They often stopped and waited on 
people who called out the window 
to them. If there were some regular 
passenger going to work in the morn¬ 
ing and he was not at the gate, the 
drivers would stop in front of his 
house and let him know the street¬ 
car was ready and waiting. 

In spite of all these special favors 
and the curiosity appeal of the street¬ 
car, the passengers were limited in 
number and it was only a few years 
after the streetcar line was started 
till the line was abandoned, the 
equipment sold, and Mr. Bennet 
headed back north. 

These first hopes for a modernized 
city have been replaced today in 
Tallahassee, just as the horse-drawn 
streetcars of Tampa and Jacksonville 
have been replaced with track ma¬ 
chines, by buses and plans for widen¬ 
ing of streets—including sections 
which the red mules and streetcar 
once traversed. A part of the new 
park system which is intended to 
satisfy the visitors to the capital 
city will run on the south side of 
the Capitol building where wet steel 
tracks were the source of such dif¬ 
ficulty to passengers, drivers and 
mules of the first street railway of 
Tallahassee. 


Man is responsible for the abuse, mis¬ 
use and neglect that have made Flor¬ 
ida’s forests the least productive of any 
in the South. This is in spite of the 
fact that they cover more area than 
the woodlands of the other southern 
states. 
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The only royal palm forest on the 
North American continent is located 
near the town of Everglades in South 
Florida. The forest is being systematic¬ 
ally wrecked by logging companies, 
however, according to an article in 
American Forests Magazine for May. 
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According to a statistical report from the recently closed Chicago 
Railroad Fair, 181,492 children witnessed the lifesaving perform¬ 
ance of WRRS Model 10 railroad-highway crossing signals, while 
riding the miniature train at the Union Pacific exhibit this summer. 
Reports show that the full-size Model 10 Signal (a combination of 
automatically operated flashing lights, gate and bell) made 27,194 
operations during the Fair season. The miniature train traveled 
approximately 3090 miles, and made 4532 stops to load and 
unload passengers. 

Another WRRS Model 10 Signal, installed at a crossing over the 
narrow guage tracks of the "Central City" railroad, piled up a 
total of 5582 operations. 

It is noteworthy that no maintenance was required by Model 10 
Signals, and that service was uninterrupted during the entire period 
of the fair. 

The more than 4,000 Model 10 Signals now in use on approx¬ 
imately a hundred railroads are a product of the Western Railroad 
Supply Company, Chicago. Because no fatality had been reported 
as occurring at any of the crossings protected by Model 10 Signals, 
Mr. Godfrey Gort, President of the Western Railroad Supply Com¬ 
pany, was awarded a Certificate of Merit by the New York Museum 
of Science and Industry on April 17th, 1946. 
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In the past, most farmers have left 
it to nature to decide which trees in 
their woodlands should survive and 
which should die out. But it is more 
profitable to help nature along by cut¬ 
ting out the crooked, diseased and 
crowded timber, for this can be sold 
for pulpwood and the remainder will 
grow more rapidly into sizes, suitable 
for sawlogs and other valuable products. 


Best sellers are printed on trees! 
As surprising as that statement may 
sound, it’s true. Today’s popular novels, 
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forests. Protect your future reading by 
preventing wood fires and planting new 
trees for tomorrow. 
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This aerial view of the Miami Crushed Stone plant shows the complete production process from initial recovery (background) to 
loading the finished product into open-top cars (right foreground). 
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